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AAHD ANNUAL MEETING 
R/ The American Academy of the History of Dentistry met Friday, 
October 13, 1961, at the Sylvania Hotel, Philadelphia, Pennsyl- 
vania. James M. Courtney, Cleveland, Ohio, was installed as presi- 
dent; Gardner P. H. Foley, Baltimore, Maryland, was chosen presi- 
dent-elect; Harry Lyons, Richmond, Virginia, was elected vice-pres- 
ident; Milton B. Asbell, Camden, New Jersey, and George B. Denton, 
Chicago, Illinois, were re-elected secretary-treasurer and editor, 
respectively. 


Ake B. Léfgren, of Gdéteborg, Sweden, was made an honorary member. 


The Academy has under consideration the publication, under one 
cover, of all historical articles presented at the annual meetings 
of the Academy. The Academy is also considering the preparation of 
a textbook on dental history. State Boards were requested to in- 
clude historical questions in the examination of candidates for 
licenses. 


The Bremner Historical Award for 1961 was made to Bernard G. Parks, 
a student at the University of Pennsylvania. 


Relations were established with the Korean Academy of the History 
of Dentistry. 


The Secretary reported that the Committee headed by Dr. C. Willard 
Camalier was continuing to advise the Smithsonian Institution on 
the dental exhibit in the Hall of Dentistry. 


COPYRIGHT AND THE DENTAL HISTORIAN 
R/ The November 1961 issue of Special Libraries contains several 
articles on "copyright" which should be of interest to histor- 
ians of dentistry. The present United States law leaves uncertain 
what is considered "fair use" of copyrighted material. A dental 
historian once accused the editor of the Bulletin of having in- 
fringed his copyright because of reproduction in the Bulletin of a 
letter from John Greenwood to George Washington. It is difficult 
to understand how the holder of a copyright on a book could claim 
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exclusive right to the publication of a letter nearly two hundred 
years old which he neither discovered nor edited. 


The editor of the Bulletin will risk infringement of copyright by 
quoting pertinent paragraphs from two of the articles on "fair use." 


Dr. Donald Dorward, Associate Editor of Chemical Abstracts, writes: 
"The courts have permitted a certain amount of what they term 'fair 
use,' which might be defined as a privilege to use the copyrighted 
material reasonably, without the holder's consent--and I emphasize 
that term reasonably because that has a specific connotation to a 
lawyer. When lawyers speak of something being reasonable, they 
mean they are going to draft twelve people off the street and set 
them in a box and let them decide, ‘Is this a "fair use" or isn't 
it?’ That is what is meant by ‘'reasonable' in a courtroom." 


William S. Budington, Associate Librarian of John Crerar Library, 
writes: "In a recent issue of the AAUP Bulletin there is a very 
eloquent plea titled 'Let's Make Fair Use of Fair Use.' It tells 
about a writer who had a great deal of trouble securing permission 
to use short quotations. He suddenly realized that he did not 
really have to ask permission because he was making ‘fair use,' 
that it was an allowable 'fair use’ by and large, as established 
by decisions over the years, and that every time he asked a pub- 
lisher for permission, he lost his right to 'fair use.' The pleas 
only tended to make publishers feel possessed of more power than 
they really had." 


It is obvious that if a scholar, critic, or reviewer is not legally 
entitled to quote freely from documents, books, and articles under 
his scrutiny, his work is much impaired. Often it is necessary to 
quote verbatim and at some length in order to justify a criticism 
or interpretation, and any such use should not be prohibited by 
copyright law. Paraphrase in such instances is not sufficient, 

and quotation must be allowed. 


HISTORIES OF DENTAL FORCEPS 
B/ Several articles on the history of dental forceps appear in 
recent issues of dental journals. 


A. Bobbio (Rivista Italiana di Stomatologia 16:779-810 August 1961) 
contributes an article entitled "Il forcipe dentario nella pit 
remota antichita." It is well illustrated and has a bibliography 
of forty items. The most interesting feature is the illustration 
of a Babylonian physician's seal dated 2400 B.C., which shows a 
pincer or forceps with long shanks, of apparently delicate con- 
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struction. The author interprets this instrument as a dental for- 
ceps. Since this physician is said to "help women in childbirth," 
the interpretation seems very questionable. 


Jose de Paiva Boleo (XIX Congreso Nacional de Odontologia y Estoma- 
tologia, Granada, 1960) attempts to trace the development of dental 
forceps through pictures of Saint Apollonia. As might be expected, 
artists' representations of dental forceps are hardly convincing. 


"The Classification of Dental Forceps," by Ian A. Findlay (British 
Dental Journal 108:418-422 June 21, 1960) has some bearing on the 
history of dental forceps. 


DENTISTRY IN THE BIBLIOGRAPHY OF THE HISTORY OF SCIENCE 

B/ Harry Woolf, editor of ISIS, has commissioned the editor of 
the Bulletin to supply the annual Critical Bibliography of the 

History of Science with bibliographical references to books and 

articles of suitable character in the dental literature. It is 

hoped that this plan will insure adequate coverage of the dental 

literature in this respect. 


Dr. Woolf's address as editor of ISIS is now The Johns Hopkins 
University, Baltimore 18, Maryland. 


THE LIBRARY AND THE HISTORY OF DENTISTRY 
R/ Milton B. Asbell has written a timely editorial in the Journal 
of Dental Education (25:294 December 1961) on the importance of 
dental libraries for the history of dentistry. As an educational 
instrument of greatest importance to the dental student and dental 
teacher, the library has been generally recognized in recent years 
as an indication of the educational rank of a dental institution. 
In the survey of dental schools made by Harlan H. Horner in 1947, 
the high rank of one dental school was largely determined by the 
excellence of its library. 
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* 

* * In recognition of the outstanding historical work of J.Menzies 
Campbell, he has been made an honorary member of the Odonto-Chir- 
urgical Society of Scotland. 


«*% This number was issued in January 1962. 


(News and other items for publication in the Bulletin should be 
addressed to George B. Denton, Editor, 222 East Superior Street, 
Chicago 1l, Illinois.) 
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